Name Class Date

The Nation Splits Apart Social Studies Skills

Interpreting Political Cartoons

LEARN THE SKILL
Political cartoons are a type of visual that expresses a point of view. In
political cartoons, artists use exaggerations of subjects or events to convey
a specific message. Historians use political cartoons to understand how a
particular person or event was perceived at the time. To interpret political
cartoons, try the following strategies.

- Tdentify who or what the cartoon is poriraying.

» Read the text and study all the symbols, looking for clues to the
cartoon’s point of view.

» Determine what the cartoon’s message is.

+ Compare the message with the facts—ask whether the message is
historically accurate. '

PRACTICE THE SKILL
Study the political cartoon from 1860, then answer the questions below.

Candidaie John Bell:
“Bless my soul. | give up.”

Candidate John C.
Breckinridge: “That long
fegged Abolitionistis -
getting ahead of us after
all.”

Candidate Stephen
Douglas: “I never run so in
my life.”

Courtesy Lilly Library, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN

APPLY THE SKILL
1. Who or what is the cartoon portraying?

2. What is the artist’s message? What clues lead you to that message?

3. Do you think this cartoon was drawn by a Lincoln supporter or opponent? Why?




